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This splendid enterprise so beneficent in its effect is not
a monument to engineers alone. Those who risked their
money and reputation in it had courage; enterprise, and
imagination. Their work at Niagara is a wonderful illus-
tration of public benefit resulting from private initiative.
They were patient in procedure and wise in method. They
share the glory with the scientists who revealed the un-
derlying principles and the engineers who developed the
methods and machinery.

It has been said above that the outcome at Niagara
settled for all time the question as between alternating
current and direct current. It also had a tremendous in-
fluence in interesting capital for power development, at
home and abroad. It was a conspicuous example of the
practicability of developing cheap power in large central
stations and distributing it for manufacturing, h'ghting, and
transportation. One of the earliest examples of long dis-
tance transmission was the Niagara, Lockport and On-
tario Power Company which soon came into being and to
which Westinghouse gave financial support. This com-
pany carried electric power eastward 195 miles and west-
ward some 95 miles, serving several cities and towns. The
Niagara enterprise hastened forward the epoch of manu-
factured power. Of this more is said in another place. It
remains to say a word about certain special effects.

The largest group of electrochemical workers in the world
is at Niagara Falls, and the development of Niagara power
was the beginning of the electric-furnace art as a factor in
industrial processes. The commercial development of alumi-
num was made possible by Niagara power, and for years
Niagara Falls was the only seat of the aluminum industry in
America. The artificial abrasive industry on a commercial